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Track: Gregory’s season-best 800M time
highlights Union’s d

By Todd Forrest
Sports Editor
sports@nganews.com

Union County Track and
Field took home 16 top-three
finishes at White County’s Mt.
Yonah Invitational on Friday,
April 2.

Headlining the Panthers’
evening were first-place perfor-
mances by Hana Gregory in the
girls” 800-meter and the boys’
4x800 relay team.

Gregory paced the field
in the 800M race with a time
of 2 minutes, 36.79 seconds - a
season-best finish. The boys’
4x800 relay team clocked in
with a time of 9:22.46.

Coming in second for
Union County were the girls’
4x400 and 4x800 relay teams.
The 4x400 finished in 4:45.22,
the 4x800 crossed the line at
11:53.65.

Hunter Hartzog was
second in the boys’ 800M
and 1600M at 2:05.34 and
4:44.19, respectively. Luke
Gambrell turned in a season-
best 10:27.96 to place second
in the 3200M.

The boys’ 4x400 relay
team just missed another first-
place relay performance with a
second-place time of 3:37.77.

Lexi Sisum was third in
the girls” 100M with a time of
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Hana Gregory at White County’s Mt. Yonah Invitational. Photo/UCHS

13.73, Gregory was third in
the 400M at 1:05.70. Natalie
Payne took home the bronze
in the 3200M, clocking in at
14:27.78. The girls 4x100 relay
team was also third at 53:45.
Riley Allison placed
third in the girls’ high jump at
4-feet, 8 inches. Elliot Stepps
came in third in the boys’ 100M
dash with a time of 11.75. The
boys’ 4x100 relay team was
also third, crossing the finish

line at 46.01.

Noah Underwood’s
115-8 in the discus rounded
out Union County’s top-three
finishes on Friday.

Fourth-place finishers for
UCHS were Zander Rotko in
the boys’ 400M, Hannah Long
in the girls’400M, Underwood
in the shot put, Stepps in the
200M, Allison in the triple
jump, Payne in the 1600M and
Sisum in the 200M.

Soccer photos: Rabun County at Union County
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Zach Jackson (8) dishes to Nolan Bachman (22) for a tap-in goal during
the first half of Tuesday’s 9-1 win over Rabun.

Katie Baumeister

Freshman goalkeeper Kyra McKechnie and a young Lady Panthers’ squad
will receive a taste of postseason action later this month.

Senior Reid Baumeister (21) scored his first career goal during the win.
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Freshman Benton Gregory cel-
ebrates one of his two goals.

Baseball... continued from 2B

Towe walked and drove home
one; Brown went 1 for 2 with
arun and an RBI.

Sweat finished 1 for 2;
Anderson and Fleming scored
a run.

Panthers 15, Riverside
0 (five innings) - Mullanack
threw a one-hit shutout and
Swartz ended the contest with
a walk-off grand slam in the
fifth.

Swartz finished with a
career-high 6 RBIs during a
2-for-4 day. Dyer scored a
career-best 4 runs, going 2
for 3 with an RBI and a walk.
Hughes scored three times
while finishing 3 for 4 at the
plate.

Hughes sparked a 4-run
first that saw the first four hitters
reach, and Mullanack, Swartz,
Damien Chitwood and Tyler
Loyd record RBI singles.

Union added six in the
second with Dyer kicking
things off with an RBI single.
Shields made it 7-0 with a two-
run double, then came around
to make it 8-0 on an RMA er-
ror. Base hits by Chitwood and
Towe opened up a 10-0 advan-
tage after two innings.

Dyer singled and scored
in the fourth, and Swartz’s
grand slam in the fifth ended
the game at 15-0.

Mullanack walked three
times to finish 1 for 1 with a
run and a ribby. Shields scored
twice and plated another run
during a 1-for-2 day. Chitwood
went 2 for 3 with 2 RBIs;
Christopher Flecther added a
pinch-hit single.

Tyler Loyd and Towe
each recorded an RBI single,
Anderson walked and scored,
and Fleming added two runs.
Mullanack struck out four and
didn’t issue a walk during the
shutout. His 4 Ks were the
most since Feb. 27 vs. Heard
County.

Panthers 5, Towns
County 7 - Visiting Union
County out-hit Towns County
9-5 but left 11 runners on base
in its seventh-straight loss.

Hughes went 2 for 4 and
drove in 3 runs but it wasn’t
enough as the Panthers watched
a 4-1 advantage evaporate into
a 7-4 deficit.

Trailing 1-0 after an in-
ning, Union put up a 3-spot in
the second. Shields singled,
Tyler Loyd reached on an error
and Brown walked to load the
bases with two down. A Hughes
double put the Panthers out
front and Brown scored on a
passed ball for a 3-1 lead.

Union stretched the mar-
gin to 4-1 in the third when
Mullanack led off with a single
and later scored on a base hit
from Chitwood. They would
go on to load the bases with one
out but a force at home and a
strikeout retired the side.
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While his bat is often overshadowed by his pitching prowess, senior Zeke
Swartz is quietly turning in one of the best offensive seasons in recent
UCHS history with 27 RBIs and a .433 average. Recently, he is hitting
.583 with 16 RBISs over his last six region games. Photo/Todd Forrest

Towns got two back in
the bottom of the inning when
a single and error cut the lead
in half, then a sac fly made it
4-3 after three. Hughes led off
the fourth with a single but was
stranded at second following a
sac bunt.

A dropped third strike,
a hit batter and a walk set the
stage for a 4-run Towns County
fourth. After a single tied the
game, another hit batter, this
time with the bases loaded, fol-
lowed by a wild pitch builta 6-4
Indians’ lead. An RBI ground-
out made it 7-4 before a tapper
to first ended the inning.

Four-straight two-out
walks in the fifth added a Union
run, then the Panthers stranded
two in the sixth following a
Swartz double and a Sweat
walk.

After Dyer pitched
around two hit batters in the
seventh, Union County went
down 1-2-3 against senior re-
liever Aidan Berrong.

Chitwood finished 2 for 3
with an RBI; Shields was 2 for
3 with a run. Mullanack singled
and scored during a 1-for-3
game. Tyler Loyd went 1 for 2
with a run; Brown walked twice
and scored; Fleming walked
and scored. Swartz finished 1
for 4 with a double.

Tyler Loyd got the start
and went 3 innings, allowing 4
hits, 7 runs (four earned) and 3
walks. He also hit two batters.

Dyer worked the final 3
innings, giving up a hit, 3 walks
and 3 hit batters.

For Towns County,
Crowder fanned 8 Panthers
and walked five in 4 2/3 in-
nings. Berrong allowed just
one hit and 2 bases on balls
while striking out two over the

final 2 1/3. He scored 2 runs
with an RBI at the dish during
a 1 for 4 evening. Kyle Oakes
walked twice and scored twice;
Zane Floyd, Caleb Berrong and
Connor Chastain each drove
in a run.

Up next: Union County
and Rabun County will meet in
a three-game series next week
to determine the No. 3 and 4
seeds from Region 8-AA. The
winner of the series most likely
avoids third-ranked Bremen
from Region 5-AA in round
one of State.

Rabun County (9-7,4-5)
was able to grab a one-game
lead over Union with an upset
victory at No. 6 Elbert County
last week. However, the Blue
Devils stormed back to out-
score the Wildcats 28-5 in a
doubleheader sweep on Friday
at Rabun.

Despite trailing by a
game, the Panthers would still
take third place (via tiebreaker)
by winning two of three vs.
Rabun County.

This week, the Panthers
will host Lumpkin County
on Friday at 5:30 p.m. for
Senior Night. Union County
will visit Lumpkin County at
1 p.m. Saturday before hosting
Towns County at 5:30 p.m. on
Monday, April 12.

The Rabun County series
will get underway April 13 in
Tiger at 5:30 p.m. The series
shifts to Blairsville on Friday,
April 16 for a 5 p.m. double-
header.

While Union and Rabun
settle third and fourth in 8-AA
next week, No. 6 Elbert and No.
7 Banks County will battle for
the top spot, beginning April 13
in Homer.

In four gaes last week, junior infielder Conner Shields reached safely in 10 of his 13 plate apearances, fin-
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ishing the week with a .500 batting average, a 1.205 OPS, 7 runs and 4 RBIs. Photo/Todd Forrest



